
First Peter teaches us about our behavior and hope in a time of 
su�ering. We are to patiently endure mistreatment (2:18-23). We 
are not to be ashamed to su�er as a Christian (4:14-16). We are 
to cast our care upon God, knowing He cares for us (5:7). 

In several places, we are reminded to love the brotherhood: 

“Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one 
another fervently with a pure heart” (1:22). 

“Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Hon-
or the king” (2:17). 

“Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for 
one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courte-
ous” (3:8). 

In tumultuous times brethren may grow cold toward one another. 
This can happen when pressure is exerted from without the body 
of Christ, or from within. We are reminded, however, to maintain 
love for the brethren in these circumstances. 

To love brethren, does not mean compromise with sin. Paul 
loved the Corinthians and Galatians, thus he admonished them 
to change their ways (2 Cor. 12:14-15; 13:1-3; Gal. 3:1; 4:16; 5:1-
4). The “apostle of love,” John, loved Diotrephes, but did not tol-
erate his sin (3 Jn. 9-11). God loves us, has done and continues to 
do what He can to help and encourage us, but He also rebukes us 
for our sins and demands we repent (Jn. 3:16; Jas. 1:21-22). 

When going through di�icult times, let us not 
compromise with error, nor let us compromise our 
love of the brotherhood. “Be kindly a�ectionate to 
one another with brotherly love, in honor giving 
preference to one another” (Rom. 12:10). 
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“Love As Brothers” 



The importance of the Lord’s Supper is beyond dispute. 
In the first century, the disciples partook of the emblems 
each first day of the week for the purpose of remembering 
the sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross. It is an example 
that we emulate in our worship as well. It is a solemn and 
special feast, and we each should rejoice in the oppor-
tunity we have in our assembly to observe it. 

We might ask, knowing the significance of the supper, 
why anyone would sully the experience by improper atti-
tudes or actions? And yet, the Corinthians were guilty of 
that very thing. They took the Lord’s Supper, but they did it 
in such a way as to bring Paul’s condemnation of their ob-
servance. His admonition is found in 1 Corinthians 11, 
from verse 17 to 33. “Now in giving these instructions I do 
not praise you, since you come together not for the better 
but for the worse” (vs. 17). We should consider their nega-
tive example, to learn from and avoid their failures. 

They were divided in their observance. “For first of all, 
when you come together as a church, I hear that there are 
divisions among you, and in part I believe it” (vs. 18). Noth-
ing should unify God’s people more than remembering the 
death of their Savior. His shed blood is the means of our 
redemption, and it is the preeminent principle of our faith. 
But, when the Corinthians came together there was divi-
sion and hard feelings in the congregation, which led to 
inconsiderate actions. “For in eating, one takes his own 
supper ahead of others…” (vs. 21). 

They had turned the supper into a common 
meal. Imagine your Savior instituting a memorial to His 
death, and then you turn it into a potluck! This is what the 
Corinthians did! Perhaps this view of the supper was why 
some felt no compunction in eating without waiting for 

Observing the Lord’s Supper 



others. I find interesting the wordplay of the apostle here, 
as he states that the Corinthians had not come together to 
eat “the Lord’s Supper” – rather, each one was taking 
his “own supper.” This shows that when we change wor-
ship, we selfishly make it our own instead of acknowledging 
it belongs to the Lord. This is never acceptable. 

Paul told them that their houses were for their own sup-
pers. When they come together as a congregation, it was for 
the Lord, not themselves. To change the purpose of coming 
together from worship to a common meal was despising 
the “church of God.” “Shall I praise you in this?”, Paul 
asked, “I do not praise you” (vs. 22). 

In verses 23-25, Paul reminded the Corinthians of Jesus’ 
intent when establishing His supper, quoting Jesus’ 
words. “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; 
do this in remembrance of Me” (vs. 24). “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in re-
membrance of Me” (vs. 25). Paul added, “For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death till He comes” (vs. 26). 

Paul’s attitude toward the observance of the Lord’s Sup-
per is a wonderful object lesson for us regarding worship in 
general. Our worship to God belongs to Him, and we must 
always do it in accord with His instructions. We are not free 
to innovate or change. The Corinthians had changed the ob-
servance of the supper, and displeased God. “For he who 
eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks 
judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body” (vs. 
29). 

Let us acknowledge our responsibility to observe the 
Lord’s Supper, and any other act of worship, exactly as God 
has instructed and desires. To do otherwise is to sin. 



God is Our Protector 
King David was not a perfect man. Some time after tak-

ing the throne of Israel as God’s king, he sinned grievous-
ly against Him. Sins of adultery and murder are not trivial, 
and yet it is acknowledged that David was a man after 
God’s “own heart, who will do all My will” (cf. Acts 13:22). 
The second book of Samuel notes of David’s reign, “So 
David reigned over all Israel; and David administered 
judgment and justice to all his people” (8:15). 

Despite the documented failings of David, he can rightly 
be described as a righteous man. As such, he enjoyed 
God’s favor and protection, even as he was compassed 
about by his enemies. We are familiar with examples of 
the providential care shown Him by Jehovah. 

 1 Samuel 17 reveals David’s defeat of the Philis-
tine giant, Goliath. While that day many saw only a 
young shepherd boy with a sling, David saw God 
with him in the battle. He said to Goliath, “This 
day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I 
will strike you and take your head from you” (46). 

 After David’s military successes, King Saul be-
came jealous of him. The hate in his heart pro-
voked him to try to kill David. But, God again pro-
tected his anointed, warning David to escape 
Saul’s wrath. (cf. 1 Samuel 23:10-15). 

 David was well aware of the favor bestowed upon 
him by the Lord. Jehovah said to him, “And I have 
been with you wherever you have gone, and have 
cut o� all your enemies from before you, and have 
made you a great name, like the name of the great 
men who are on the earth” (2 Samuel 7:9). And, he 
constantly acknowledged God’s help. In fact, 
many of the Psalms found within that book con-



tain such acknowledgment and praise of Jehovah. 
In 2 Samuel 22:2-3, David said, “The Lord is my 
rock and my fortress and my deliverer; the God of 
my strength, in whom I will trust; my shield and the 
horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my ref-
uge…” 

Of course, the child of God today can depend upon the 
protection of God, just as David did! Our battle against 
the devil and his minions is a daunting one, but our victo-
ry is sure with the Almighty on our side! Paul declared 
that it is, “a righteous thing with God to repay with tribula-
tion those who trouble you, and to give you who are trou-
bled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels” (2 Thessalonians 1:6-7). 

This protection God a�ords allows us the victory, re-
gardless of the foe. David killed Goliath, though men of 
greater strength (and lesser faith), “…fled from him and 
were dreadfully afraid” (1 Samuel 17:24). We too can gain 
courage as we realize, “If God is for us, who can be 
against us?” (Romans 8:31). Paul a�irmed, “For I am per-
suaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor princi-
palities nor powers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 

And, very much as God warned David of Saul’s ap-
proach, He directs us for our protection. Consider the 
Lord’s description of the wise and foolish builders 
in Matthew 7:24-27. The wise man built his house on the 
rock to withstand the storm, while the foolish man built 
upon the sand to his own ruin and destruction. Of course, 
the Lord was using the illustration to drive home the ne-
cessity of heeding His words. “Therefore whoever hears 



these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a 
wise man… But everyone who hears these sayings of 
Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish 
man…” (24,26). We are equipped by God’s directions for 
us. 

The key to receiving God’s protection is to 
acknowledge our own dependence upon Him. By sub-
mitting to His will, we court His favor. “But He gives more 
grace. Therefore He says: ‘God resists the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble.’” (James 4:6). Pride is the ene-
my of redemption and favor. “Humble yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:10). 

We must also acknowledge the help He brings! The 
Psalmist declared his gratefulness: “Enter into His gates 
with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Be 
thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is 
good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to 
all generations” (Psalm 100:4-5). Paul described the 
mind that we as God’s children should have, “Rejoice 
always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:16-18). 

The recipe for obtaining God’s providential care for us 
is very simple. First, we submit humbly to Him. Second, 
we entreat Him for that protection, with the confidence 
that He will deliver what we need. In all things, we give 
thanks to Him. “Who remembered us in our lowly state, 
for His mercy endures forever; and rescued us from our 
enemies, for His mercy endures forever; Who gives food 
to all flesh, for His mercy endures forever. Oh, give 
thanks to the God of heaven! For His mercy endures for-
ever” (Psalm 136:23-26). 



Personal Work Group 3 meets today  
 

 Ill. Luka Cox spent 
several days in the 
hospital su�ering 
from a severe asthma 
attack and stridor 
(caused by airway 
swelling).  He is much 
better the last few 
days, and your pray-
ers are greatly appre-
ciated… Naomi Vidal 
has had a pretty se-
vere attack of nausea 
and pain recently, and 
continues to consult 
with Dr’s.  She is to 
have a CAT scan with 
contrast on her abdo-

men as a diagnostic 
tool… Tommie Black-
stock is still weak, 
and continues to have 
in home rehab to 
strengthen her mus-
cles… Faith and 
Thackery Scroggins 
were ill Wednesday 
night, and unable to 
attend Bible class. 
Please pray for all 
these. 

 New Adult Class.  
Our new class on Isai-
ah begins this morn-
ing.  There are work-
books on the creden-
za in the foyer if you 
have not yet obtained 
one. 

 

Chronically or Seriously ill 

 Tommie Blackstock 
 Stan Cox 
 Gwen Matney 
 Ed Matney 
 Margaret Wood 
 Mary Dean 
 Arlene Holt 
 Jack Holt 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Shut-ins 
Charlene Garner / Hope Doss /    
Jo Wilson 
 
 

Others 

 Laynie Holland 
 Dennis Scroggins 
 Abigail Saltz 
 Dan Hash 

Permanent Prayer List 

News and Notes at West Side 

 Chip Foster 
 Bruce Tilley 
 Randall Carrell 
 Dalton Vilares 
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Meetings — 2024 

May 4-9 

Bret� Hoglan� 
Blue Springs, MO 

 
 
 

November 2-7  - Jesse Flowers 
 

 

Meetings — 2025 
Spring - Reagan McClenny 

Fall - Bruce Reeves 

 
Tri-Annual Singings 

7:00 — 8:30 pm 
 

June 15, 2024 
October 19, 2024 
February 15, 2025 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Men We Support 
Thandu Moses 

Arogyaswami Viyayabhaskar  
(India) 

 
Admire Makuwe 

(Zimbabwe) 

West Side church of Christ 
6110 White Settlement Road 

Fort Worth, TX 76114 
(817) 738-7269         soundteachingws@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 
 

Schedule of Services 
 

Sunday 
 9:00 am (Morning Worship) 

 10:00 am (Bible Classes) 

 11:00 am (Lord’s Supper/Worship) 
 

Wednesday 
 10:00 am (Ladies Bible Class) 

 7:30 pm (Evening Bible Study) 

 
(Ladies’ Bible class:  September - May) 

 
 

 

 

Sign up for our West Side news texts 
 

Text  @stancox  to:  469-208-6443 
or 

Email:  stancox@mail.remind.com 
 

Note: subject and body of email 
can be left blank 

 
 

    Like  
     our 
Facebook 
    Page 

 

facebook.com/soundteaching.org 
 

Subscribe 
   to our 
 YouTube 
  channel 
 
youtube.com/@WSchurchofChrist 

soundteaching.org 
 General information regarding  

the West Side congregation 

 All teaching material (sermon  
audio and PPTX, bulletin articles,  
classes) presented at West Side 

 Links to other helpful internet  
sites 

Last Sunday’s 
Record 

 

Attendance 

41 

Contribution 

$2,121 Scan to visit site 


