GalatiansPhilemon
Metadata

· Unsettled question:  Did Paul address his letter to ethnic Galatians (Gauls, northern Galatia) [Ancyra, Pessinus, Tavium] North Galatia Theory?  Or provincial Galatians (Roman province, southern Galatia [Antioch, Lystra, Derbe, Iconium]? South Galatia TheoryPhilemon is the first of four letters Paul is believed to have written while imprisoned in Rome (cf. Acts 28:16, 30-31).  The other three  were his letters to the Colossians, Ephesians and Philippians.?
· If written to ethnic Galatians, [as Conybeare believes] the book was probably written around 57 A.D.  If written to the southern churches, the epistle may have been one of the earliest New Testament books, written 4-8 years earlier.It is the only strictly private letter in the entire New Testament.  (His letters to Timothy & Titus dealt with matters concerning the whole church, as did John’s personal letters, 2 & 3 John).
· 
· Two compelling arguments for South Galatia theory.  1) The reference to Barnabas as familiar to the Galatians (2:1,13).  Barnabas was with Paul on 1st journey, but not on 2nd and 3rd, when the northern churches would have been founded. 2) Luke records the southern churches being bothered by Judaizers (cf. Acts 16:3-4)Internal evidence suggests that Philemon, Ephesians and Colossians were written, and then sent for delivery at the same time. (cf. Ephesians 6:21-22; Colossians 4:7-9; Philemon 10-12).
· Gaul settled northern area of province in 278-277 B.C.  The larger province of Galatia was formed by Romans in 25 B.C.  (Note: Paul as a Roman would possibly use the term in the provincial sense).  (Inclusion of southern cities in the province proven by archaeological work in the late 19th century, W. M. Ramsay)Most probably the letter to Philemon was delivered by Tychicus, and Onesimus himself.
· Philemon was a slave owner, and may have been wealthy (cf. 2, & 5-7, which may have reference to benevolence on his part). 
· It is probable that Paul was responsible for Philemon’s conversion to Christ (19).
· Apphia (2) is believed to be Philemon’s wife, and Archippus (2) perhaps his son, and himself a gospel preacher (cf. Colossians 4:17).
· Though a unique letter, the canonicity of the epistle has never been in question.
· Universally acclaimed as a work of Paul.  Galatians is a very “autobiographical” book.
· The Epistle has been divided into 6 chapters and 149 verses.

Concise Outline of Book
(from Marshall Patton’s commentary, pages 531-532)

I. Introduction Salutation (1:1-101-3)
A. Salutation (1:1-5)
B. Rebuke for Apostasy (1:6-10)
II. Paul’s defense of the gospel through a defense  of his apostleshipPrayer and Thanksgiving for Philemon (4-71:11-2:21)
A. Paul’s doctrine and apostleship were received by revelation from GodPhilemon’s love and faith (1:11-244-6)
B. The authenticity of Paul’s message was validated by the Jerusalem “pillars”Saint’s refreshed by Philemon (72:1-10)
C. Paul’s conflict with Peter as evidence of Paul’s apostleship and certification of his gospel (2:11-21)
III. Justification by faith apart from works of the Mosaical law defendedThe Appeal for Onesimus (8-213:1 – 4:31f)
A. An appeal to the experience of the GalatiansPaul beseeches rather than enjoins (8-93:1-5)
B. Abraham was justified by faithOnesimus, Paul’s son in the gospel (103:6-9)
C. Legal justification is Once unprofitable, but now a profitable servantimpossible (11-163:10-14)
D. The Law did not annul the promiseDebt of Onesimus assumed by Paul (17-213:15-18)
E. The Law was not contrary to the promise (3:19-22)
F. The Law brought us to Christ through whom we are release from the burden of sin (3:23-29)
G. An heir receives his inheritance through Christ (4:1-7)
H. Exhortations to abide in the doctrine of justification by faith (4:8-20)
I. Appeal to accept justification by faith based on an allegory from the Old Testament (4:21-31)
IV. Exhortations based on justification by faithRequest for Lodging and Greetings (22-245:1 – 6:10)
A. The danger of apostasy (5:1-12)
B. Obligations of liberty (5:13-15)
C. The warfare between flesh and Spirit (5:16-26)
D. Responsibility toward the fallen (6:1-5)
E. Responsibility of a Christian to use  his money properly (6:6-10)
V. ConclusionBenediction (256:11-18)
A. Final warnings concerning Judaizers (6:11-16)
B. Appeal based on personal suffering (6:17)
C. Farewell (6:18)




Paul’s Purpose in Writing Philemon2 Corinthians

· His letter is an authoritative, and rather severe denunciation of Judaizing doctrine.  (cf. Gala-tians 1:6-9).  The doctrine was leading the Galatians into apostasy.
· The letter consists primarily of a denunciation of the contention that justification can be obtained through the Law of MosesPaul had converted Onesimus (a slave who had deserted Philemon), and felt a great love for, and responsibility to him.
· Righteousness and honesty demanded Onesimus return to Philemon.  The letter consists of a beautiful appeal by Paul on Onesimus’ behalf - to facilitate his return, and his good treatment from Philemon.
· .

Chapter Book Synopsesis

1. After his greeting, Paul admonishes the Galatians for being taken in by men’s perversion of the gospel.  He defends the gospel he preached as a product of God, not men.  He did this by defending his office as an apostlePaul’s petition to his brother and friend Philemon was based in the concept of love and Christian duty..
2. Paul continues defending the gospel against the Judaizers, expressing an unwillingness to compromise in any way with their error.  He even withstood Peter when his fellow apostle’s courage had faltered in the face of these men of strifeThe letter serves as a wonderful example of how brethren should approach one another when the potential for conflict exists..
3. Paul argues justification by faith, separate from the works of the law.  He points out that the law is, in a sense, a “curse,” and that the promise of eternity is found through faith in Christ.  Christ is our Redeemer.  He argues that the law served a purpose, to bring us to Christ.  But, it no longer is authoritative, because the covenant of Christ has superseded it.  Both Jew and Gentile (all mankind) has hope because of this changeThe letter also gives insight regarding the institution of slavery, which has implications in our nation.  Consider these words from .
4. Adam Clarke: “This epistle is the Biblical answer to the question of slavery.  Here we have no law of outward compulsion to forbid slavery but a gospel spirit of love which so changes the heart that slavery automatically withers and becomes impossible.”  This concept will be discussed in greater detail in the study of the letter itself.
5. Paul’s appeal is for Philemon to receive Onesimus back with love and forgiveness, treating him as “a beloved brother.”Because of Christ’s coming, the redeemed become children rather than slaves.  God is their Father, and they are His heirs according to promise.  Paul repeats his admonition to them, stating that their appeal to law is a return to bondage.  He was concerned that they might forfeit their salvation, and uses Sarah and Hagar to argue allegorically the folly of appealing to law for justification.  We are children of the free woman!
Paul calls for them to stand in the liberty granted in Christ, noting that an appeal to law invalidates their standing by grace.  He expresses disdain for the Judaizers, stating a willingness to see these ungodly men “cut themselves off” because of their destructive heresy.  In this chapter, he contrasts the lusts of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit, calling them to a sanctified life, resisting their fleshly inclinations.
6. As Paul brings his epistle to a close, he calls the Galatians to care for one another.  He is especially desirous that they concern themselves with each man’s spiritual welfare  He calls all to do good to all men, and ends his epistle with an extremely personal appeal to God on their behalf.

Suggested Memory Work

(14ref), “But without your consent I wanted to do nothing, that your good deed might not be by compulsion, as it were, but voluntary.Text”
(15-16ref), “For perhaps he departed for a while for this purpose, that you might receive him forever, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave—a beloved brother, especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.Text”
(17-18ref), ““If then you count me as a partner, receive him as you would me. 18 But if he has wronged you or owes anything, put that on my account.”Text”
(20ref), “Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in the Lord.”Text.”
(ref), “Tex.”
(5:10), “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (memorize 5:9-11).
(5:17), “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”
(7:1), “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
(7:10), “For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.”
(8:12), “For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not according to what he does not have.”
(9:7), “ So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” (memorize 9:6-7)
(10:4-6), “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.”
(10:12), “For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.”
(11:14b-15), “For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.” (memorize 11:13-15)
(13:5), “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.”

Difficult Passages

· Either in form of a question? (ref)There are different views of the phrase, “the church in your house” (2).
· Or, to please explain (ref)A distinction must be made between flattery and praise (4-7, 21).  Discuss the contention some might make that Paul is being manipulative (perceived negatively) (cf. 8-9, 13-17, 21).
· It is necessary to reconcile the apostle Paul’s willingness to return a slave to a slave owner with the commonly held view that slavery is immoral.  How can this be done?
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

Doctrinal Considerations

· Compare and contrast Paul’s description of himself as a “prisoner of Christ Jesus” (1), with other self-descriptions in his letters                    (cf. “bondservant” Romans 1:1).
· Christian hospitality (4-7, 22)
· Christian duty (8-14, 17, 21)
· Redemption alters every aspect of our lives (Onesimus as example) (10-11, 15-17)
· Paul’s view of providence (15-16)
· Christian sacrifice (12-14, 18-19)
· The Christian’s view of slavery (entire epistle)
· 
· Major ones have bold type (ref.)
· 
· Minor ones do not have bold (ref)
· 
· 
· 

Practical Considerations

· Hospitality is an indication of a Christian’s faithfulness (4-7, 21-22)
· Item, maybe in form of a question? (ref)Paul’s example of continual prayers on behalf of others is worthy of emulation (4-7, cf. Philemon as well, 22).
· Item 2. (2:6-11Appeals on behalf of others can be made not only to God, but to others (10).
· Philemon is worthy of emulation as a refresher of hearts (7,20).
· Consider the wisdom of appealing to a brother rather than commanding a brother (8-9).

· 
· 
· )
· 
· 

Questions to Consider

· Question? (ref)What did Paul mean when he wrote Philemon, “not to mention to you that you owe me even your own self besides”?
· Consider ways you could refresh the hearts of your brethren.

Question 2? (ref)
· Which is better, to do something because of compulsion, or voluntarily (14)?  Is God pleased if our only motivation for obedience is necessity?


· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

Student Questions

(Use the rest of thisback of the page to prepare questions and comments for class discussion.  Since this is not a “verse by verse” study, make sure that all your questions concerning the text are answered). 
