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Epistle Outlines
Hebrews
I. The Superiority of Christ as the  Founder of Christianity 
     (1:1 - 4:13)

A. He is superior to the prophets (1:1-3)


B. He is superior to the angels (1:4 - 2:18)


C. He is superior to Moses (3:1 - 4:13)

II. The Superiority of Christ as High Priest (4:14 - 10:39)


A. Purpose of and His fitness for the priesthood (4:14 - 5:10)


B. Necessity of growth in knowledge in order to realize the hope of 

                 the priesthood (5:11 - 6:20)


C. Seven proofs of the superiority of Christ (7:1 - 10:39)



1. He is a Priest after a higher order than Aaron (7:1-19)



2. He is a Priest made with an oath (7:20-22)



3. He is an unchangeable Priest (7:23-25)



4. He is a sinless Priest (7:26-28)



5. He is a Priest of a better covenant (8:1-13)



6. He is a Priest in a better tabernacle (9:1-28)



7. He is a Priest of a better sacrifice (10:1-39)
III.  The Nature, Development and Duties of Faith (11:1 - 13:25)


A. The nature of faith (11:1-3)


B. Progressive development of faith during Patriarchal and Mosaic 

                 dispensations (11:4-40)


C. The perfect and final faith of the Christian dispensation (12:1-29)


D. Final exhortation regarding duties pertaining to the truth


     (13:1-25)

(Outline from College Press Bible Study Textbook Series, Don Earl Boatman)

James

Salutation (1:1)
I.  True religion endures trials and tribulations (1:1-18)

A. With joy and patience (1:2-4)


B. With wisdom from God (1:5-8)

C. With a proper perspective (1:9-11)


D. With an understanding of temptation (1:12-15)


E. With an awareness of the Father's goodness (1:16-18)

II. True religion consists of doing, not just hearing (1:19 - 2:26)


A. One should be swift to hear (1:19-20)


B. One should not be hearers only, but doers (1:21-27)


C. One should not show personal favoritism (2:1-13)


D. One should show their faith by their works (2:14-26)

III. True religion displays wisdom, not just speaking (3:1-18)


A. The danger of the tongue (3:1-12)


B. The difference between heavenly and earthly wisdom (3:13-18)

IV. True religion befriends God through humility (4:1-17)


A. How to be an enemy of God (4:1-6)


B. How to draw near to God (4:7-17)

V. True religion blessed through patience, prayer and love
      (5:1-20)


A. The curse of rich oppressors (5:1-6)


B. The blessing of patience (5:7-12)


C. The blessing of prayer (5:13-18)


D. The blessing of love for the erring (5:19-20) 

(Outline from Mark Copeland's Bible Study Guide)

1 Peter

I. Introduction and Greeting (1:1-2)
II. The Great Salvation (1:3-12)


A. Thanksgiving for it (1:3-5)


B. Worthy of Trial and Affliction (1:6-9)


C. Deep Concern of Prophets and Angels (1:10-12)
III. The Call to Holiness (1:13 - 2:12)


A. Sobriety and Spiritual Readiness (1:13-14)


B. Godliness (1:15,16)


C. Fearing God (1:17)


D. The Christian's Ransom (1:18-21)


E. Brotherly Love (1:22-25)


F. Things to Put Away (2:1)


G. Being Like Babies (2:2-2)


H. The Living Stone and Spiritual House (2:3-10)
IV. Duties Toward Others (2:13 - 3:12)


A. Toward Civil Government (2:13-17)


B. Toward Masters (2:18-25)


C. Toward Husbands (3:1-6)


D. Toward Wives (3:7)


E. Toward Christian Brethren (3:8)


F. Toward Revilers (3:9-12)
V. Sufferings and the Glories to Follow (3:13 - 4:19)


A. Proper conduct when Suffering for Righteousness (3:13-17)


B. The Example of Christ (3:18 - 4:6)


C. Service to God and Christians Enjoined in View of Impending 


     Calamity (4:7-19)
VI.  Exhortations to Elders (5:1-4)

VII. Final Exhortations to be Submissive, Humble, Trustful and 

        Watchful (5:5-11)

VIII. Personal Matters and Salutations (5:12-14)

(Outline from College Press Bible Study Textbook Series, Bruce Oberst)

2 Peter

I. Introduction and Greeting (1:1-2)
II. The Christian's Growth (1:3-21)


A. Exhortations to grow in the full knowledge of Christ (1:3-15)

B. The certain and trustworthy sources of saving knowledge

                 (1:16-21)
III. The False Teacher:  His Doctrines, Characteristics, 

        Influences, and Doom (2:1-22)


(These various points are so interwoven throughout the chapter, 

  that further outlining would be confusing rather than helpful).

IV. The Christian's Hope (3:1-18)


A. Christ's Second Coming and the End of the World (3:1-13)

B. Concluding Exhortations and Doxology (3:14-18)
(Outline from College Press Bible Study Textbook Series, Bruce Oberst)

1 John

I. Part One (1:1-7)

A. The Prologue (1:1-4)


B. This is the Message (1:5)


C. If We Walk in the Light (1:6,7)
II. Part Two (1:8 - 2:28)


A. Share God's Attitude Toward Sin and Disobedience (1:8 - 2:6)

B. Share God's Attitude Toward Our Brothers (2:7-17)


C. Share God's Attitude Toward Jesus (2:18-28)
III. Part Three (2:29 - 4:6)


A. Divine Sonship Introduced (2:29)

B. Divine Sonship Tested by Practicing Righteousness (3:1-3)


C. Further Application of the First Test (3:4-10)


D. Divine Sonship Proven by Active Love (3:11-24)


E. Divine Sonship Tested by Confession of Christ and Attention to 


     Truth (4:1-6)
IV.  Part Four (4:7 - 5:21)


A. The Source of Love (4:7-12)

B. Faith - The Ground of Love (4:13-16)


C. Righteousness - Demonstration of Love (4:17 - 5:3)


D. Faith - The Power of Righteousness (5:4-12)


E. Hereby We Know (5:13-21)

(Outline from College Press Bible Study Textbook Series, Clinton R. Gill)
2 John

I. Salutation (1-3)
II. Maintaining the Truth in Love (4-11)


A. Practicing the Truth (4-6)


B. Protecting the Truth (7-11)



1. Guarding against doubt and defeat (7-8)



2. Guarding against defection and defectors (9-11)
III. Final Greetings (12-13)

(Outline from bible.org, Daniel B. Wallace)
3 John

I. Salutation (1-2)

II. Body of the Letter (3-12)


A. Commendation of Gaius (3-8)



1. Gaius' Faithfulness (3-4)



2. Gaius' Hospitality (5-8)


B. Condemnation of Diotrephes (9-10)


C. Recommendation of Demetrius (11-12)
III. Final Greetings (13-14)

(Outline from bible.org, Daniel B. Wallace)
Jude

I. Salutation (1-2)
II. The Warning of Apostasy (3-4)


A. Original purpose of writing, to address their

                  "common salvation" (3)

B. Current purpose of writing, to exhort them to "contend earnestly 

                 for the faith once for all delivered to the saints" (3)

C. The warning against false teachers who had crept in among the 

                 saints unnoticed (4)
III. Historical Examples of Apostasy (5-7)


A. The children of Israel who had manifested unbelief after having 


     been delivered from Egypt (5)

B. Angels who had not kept their proper domain (6)

C. The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah which were destroyed 


     because they had given themselves over to sexual immorality (7)
IV. Description of the Apostates (8-16)


A. Their actions (8-11)


B. Their character (12-13)


C. Their judgment (14-15)


D. Their pride (16)
V. The Duties of Believers (17-25)


A. To the Scriptures (17-19)


B. To Themselves (20-21)


C. To Others (22-23)


D. To God (24-25)
(Outline from Living One's Faith: A Study of the Books of James and Jude, Gene Taylor)

Notes








2

