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el·lip·sis
• the omission f rom 

speech or  wr i t ing of  

a  word or  words that  

are superf luous or  

able to be 

understood from 

contextual  c lues.



Ellipsis



el·lip·sis
• A sentence is  said to 

be el l ipt ical  when an 

el l ipses occurs in  i t .

• Jess has four  dogs;  

All ison, three”



el·lip·sis
• The beauty of  

el l ipt ical  language is  

not  in  the words a 

sentence contains, 

but  in  the words i t  

does not .



el·lip·sis
• Many forms of  e l l ips is

• Today we are  

cons ider ing a  

part icu lar  type of  

el l ips is , where a  

phrase conta ins  the 

words  “not ”  and “but ”  

modi fy ing a  common 

verb
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el l ips is , where a  

phrase conta ins  the 

words “not ”  and “but ”  

modify ing a  common 

verb



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• John 6:27 

• Do not  labor  for  the food 

which per ishes, but  for  

the food which  endures  to  

ever last ing l i fe , which  the 

Son of  Man wi l l  g ive  you, 

because God the Father  

has  set  His  sea l  on Him.
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Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• John 6:27 

• Do not  labor  (only )  for  

the food which  per ishes , 

but  (espec ia l ly )  for  the 

food which  endures  to  

ever last ing l i fe , which  the 

Son of  Man wi l l  g ive  you, 

because God the Father  

has  set  His  sea l  on Him.



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• John 6:27 

• not  (only )  -  but  (espec ia l ly )

• This  e l l ips is  draws 

attent ion to  where we 

should place the emphasis  

and prior i ty



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• John 12:44 

• Then Jesus  cr ied out  and 

sa id, “He who bel ieves  in  

Me, bel ieves  not  in  Me 

but  in  Him who sent  Me.
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Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• John 12:44 

• Then Jesus  cr ied out  and 

sa id, “He who bel ieves  in  

Me, bel ieves  not  (on ly )  in  

Me but  (a l so  /  espec ia l l y )  

in  Him who sent  Me.



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• 1 Timothy 2:9 -10

• 9  “ in  l ike  manner  a lso, that  the 

women adorn themselves  in  

modest  apparel , w i th  propr iety  

and moderat ion, not  wi th  bra ided 

hair  or  gold or  pear ls  or  cost ly  

c loth ing, 10  but , which  is  proper  

for  women profess ing godl iness , 

with  good works .”
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Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• 1 Timothy 2:9-10

• 9  “ in  l ike  manner  a lso, that  the 

women adorn themselves  in  

modest  apparel , w i th  propr iety  

and moderat ion, not  (only )  wi th  

bra ided hai r  or  gold or  pear ls  or  

cost ly  c loth ing, 10  but ,  (espec ia l ly )  

which  is  proper  for  women 

profess ing godl iness , wi th  good 

works .”



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• 1 Peter  3:3-4

• 3  Do not  le t  your  adornment  be 

merely  outward —  arranging the 

hair, wear ing gold, or  putt ing on 

fine  apparel  —  4  rather  le t  i t  be  the  

hidden person of  the heart , wi th  

the incorrupt ib le  beauty  o f  a  

gent le  and quiet  sp i r i t ,  which  is  

very  prec ious  in  the s ight  o f  God.



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• 1 Peter  3:3-4

• 3  Do not  le t  your  adornment  be 

outward —  a r ranging the ha i r, 

wear ing gold, or  putt ing on 

apparel  —  4  rather  the  h idden 

person of  the heart , wi th  the 

incorrupt ib le  of  a  gent le  and quiet  

sp i r i t ,  which  is  very  prec ious  in  the 

s ight  o f  God.



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• 1 Peter  3:3-4

• 3  Do not  (only )  le t  your  adornment  

be outward —  a r ranging the ha i r, 

wear ing gold, or  putt ing on 

apparel  —  4  rather  (espec ia l ly )  the  

hidden person of  the heart , wi th  

the incorrupt ib le  of  a  gent le  and 

quiet  sp i r i t ,  which  is  very  prec ious  

in  the s ight  o f  God.



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• 1 Timothy 2:9-10

• 9  “ in  l ike  manner  a lso, that  the 

women adorn themselves  in  

modest  apparel , w i th  propr iety  

and moderat ion, not  (only )  wi th  

bra ided hai r  or  gold or  pear ls  or  

cost ly  c loth ing, 10  but ,  (espec ia l ly )  

which  is  proper  for  women 

profess ing godl iness , wi th  good 

works .”



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• Romans 6:14

• For s in shal l  not  have 

dominion over  you, for  

you are not  under law 

but  under grace.
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dominion over  you, for  
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under grace.



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• 1 Corinthians 1:17

• For  Chr is t  d id  not  send 

me to  bapt ize , but  to  

preach the gospel , not  

wi th  wisdom of  words, 

les t  the cross  of  Chr is t  

should be made of  no 

effect .
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les t  the cross  of  Chr is t  

should be made of  no 

effect .



Elliptical Phrases
not – but sentence structure

• John 6:27 

• John 12:44 

• 1 Timothy 2:9-10

• Romans 6:14

• 1 Corinthians 1:17
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